Trials with errors--preserving the integrity of clinical trials.
The crucial final test of medical research is the clinical trial, which determines whether a drug or discovery really is an effective therapy. All people who participate in clinical trials--researchers, sponsors, volunteers, analysts, reviewers, overseers, others--have opportunities to strengthen or weaken the integrity of the trial system by their behavior. Medical research is now officially married to business, and "profitable" connotes something different to each partner. Only if research and business can profit in parallel will the alliance succeed. Every person who is involved in the medical research business faces temptations and must choose how to react. Each has power and must choose how to wield it. Several centuries before this marriage, the Englishman Izaak Walton noted that "Health is...a blessing that money cannot buy."